
Many thanks to Matt Jelf for providing the Junior Choir with his 

wonderful cantata, The Legend of Tom Bawcock. It has proved 

very popular with the choir, and been a joy to work on. 

 

 



 

The Legend of Tom 
Bawcock 

 

White Christmas 

Programme: 

 

Three carols  

Short Interval The Legend of Tom Bawcock was written by Matt Jelf for performance 

at Chichester Cathedral in 2020, but the performance had to be 

cancelled. It was performed by a choir from his school in Taunton just 

two weeks ago, so tonight’s performance is only the second ever 

performance. It narrates a traditional tale set in the Cornish town of 

Mousehole during a famine in the run up to Christmas. Tom, an old 

fisherman, secretly decides to go out to fish despite the stormy seas. 


